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The Lafer Center

for Women'’s and Gender Studies

The Lafer Center for Women’s and Gender Studies at the Hebrew University, the
first of its kind in Israel, coordinates university-wide activities in the area of
Gender and Feminist Studies. The Center offers a specialization program at the
M.A. level, cornerstone, B.A. and M.A courses, public lectures, scholarships, and
fellowships for undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate students. The
Center supports research and activities designed toward a more in-depth
understanding of femininity, masculinity, sexuality, and gender relations.

Our Mission & Goals

As an academic institution, the Lafer Center aims at promoting feminist and
gender research in various disciplines, and is interested in making gender issues
an integral part of academic instruction and research. As a feminist institution,
the Center aims at opening academic research to new community-based ideas,
with the goal of advancing gender equality both in academic circles and in Israeli
society. The Center, in its essence, aims at bridging the gap between theory and
practice within Feminist and Gender Studies. By means of its programs and
activities, the Center creates a new discourse, which, we hope, will advance both.
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Specialized program in Gender Studies for
M.A. students

During the academic year 2027-18, the Center has continued to offer the

specialized program in Gender and Feminist Studies at the Master’s level, a
program it started in 2008. The program is open to M.A. students from all the
different faculties and disciplines at the Hebrew University, who are interested in
conducting research in their own fields using perspectives of gender studies. The
program takes an interdisciplinary approach and offers a variety of courses in

many fields.

The Lafer Center's Specialization Program aims at cultivating a young generation
of academics and activists who will integrate the various strands of gender
theory, which have been developed during the past decades, and connect them
to Israelireality. This is a two-year program that complements the students’ M.A.

studies in the discipline in which they major.

During the 2017/2018 academic year, the program required a minimum of 16

credits, as follows:
1. Basic studies (4 credits)

2. Mandatory Course: the students choose one mandatory course out of four

options (2 credits).

3. Scientific Colloquium: The colloquium is held every second week during the

two years of the Master’s Degree (2 credits for each year. Total 4 credits).

4.Seminar Paper, in which the students embark on a research project relating to

gender (4 credits).

5. Elective courses (4 credits). Each student chooses at least one course from the
list of courses that are funded by the Center, and from relevant courses in any

discipline as long as they are approved by the program’s coordinator.
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Courses

During the 2017/2018 academic year, the Center supported three course for B.A.
students and six courses for M.A. students. The courses were open to all students
at the Hebrew University, regardless of their department. Judging from students'
feedback, the courses have had a great impact on increasing students’ awareness
of gender issues. In addition to offering these courses, the Center also identified
and advertised all the courses related to Gender and Feminist issues that were

offered during the academic year at the Hebrew University.

The Lafer Center fully funded six courses, one courses funded in cooperation with
The Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations, and two courses funded

in cooperation with The Council for Higher Education.

We continue to offer courses at almost all HU campuses. Together with the
Cornerstone program, we fund B.A. course at the Ein Karem Medical Campus and
at the Edmond J. Safra Sciences campus. The Cornerstone Program, “Avnei Pina”,
exposes B.A. students to the many fields of knowledge that exist at the Hebrew

University, including those outside the student's main fields of study.

The M.A. course for the Specialization program; An Introductory course on
feminist and gender theory was offered by Dr. Dorit Ashur. This is a background
mandatory course for the students in their first year of study. Dr. Hadas Cohen
course was funded by The Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations, and
focused on Gender and Social Movements. Dr. Inbal Wilmovsky is the Lafer
Center’s Colloguium coordinator and leads our methodological course: Themes
and Methods in Feminist Research. Prof. Daphna Golan continued (for the last
time, though) her course Human rights, Feminism, and Social Change, that
combines field volunteering in a Rape Crisis Center


http://shnaton.huji.ac.il/index.php/NewSyl/54227/2/2019/
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B.A. Courses

Course Name

Lecturer

Gender, Sexuality and Culture (for students of
the Faculty of Medicine)

Dr. Dorit Ashur

Gender, Sexuality and Culture (for students of
the Faculty of Science)

Dr. Dorit Ashur

Critical Views of Gender and Social Order -
online course

Prof. Tamar Zilber

M.A. Courses:

Course/Seminar name

Lecturer

Issues in Gender Studies: Text, Identity and
Culture

Dr. Dorit Ashur

Colloquium in Gender Studies

Dr. Inbal Wilmovsky

Themes and Methods in Feminist Research

Dr. Inbal Wilmovsky

Human rights, Feminism and Social Change

Prof. Daphna Golan

Gender and Social Movements

Dr. Hadas Cohen

Additional courses and Seminars for M.A. and Ph.D. students:

Course Name

Lecturer

Introduction to Feminist Theories

Dr. Hannah Ovnat Tamir

Women, Consumption & Identity in
Contemporary Japan

Dr. Helena Grinshpun

Fertility & Marriage

Prof. Jona Schellekens

Critical Theories of Culture

Dr. Carola Hilfrich

Gender and Development

Dr. Amelia Weinreb

The Criminal Offence of Rape from a Feminist | Dr. Irit Negbi
Perspective
Cender and Law Dr. Ifat Biton

Gender and Science

Dr. Otniel E. Dror

Criminology and Gender

Dr. Inbal Wilmovsky

Intimate Relationship Theory, Research and
Practice

Dr. Osnat Zamir

Violent Men Against Women in the Family

Prof. Muhammad Haj-Yahia

Topics in Language and Gender

Dr. Miri Bar-Ziv Levy

Foucault & The History Of Sexuality

Prof. Arnold Davidson

Family, Gender and Work: demographic and

organizational perspective

Prof. Barbara Okun & Prof.
Michal Frenkel
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New Online Gender and Feminism course

Following the proposal submitted two years ago to the Planning and Budgeting
Committee at the (National) Council of Higher Education for a highly selective
"Flag Course", Prof. Tammar B. Zilber dedicated the 2016-2017 year to the building
and filming of the course. In October 2017 the course had open as an online course
to BA students at the Hebrew University. It was also the core mandatory basic
course for the new cluster studies for BA students. More than 100 students took
the course. Prof. Zilber is the main instructor and coordinator of this course, with
the participation as guest lecturers of the best HU scholars dealing with Gender
issues from different disciplines: Prof. Mimi Ajzenstadt (Social Work and
Criminology); Prof. Elisheva Baumgarten (Jewish History); Prof. Tamar EI-Or
(Anthropology); Prof. Michal Frenkel (Sociology and Anthropology); Prof. Daphna
Golan (Lafer Center and Faculty of Law); Dr. Sigal Gooldin (Sociology and
Anthropology); Dr. Tamar Hess (Hebrew Literature); Prof. Esther Schely-Newman
(Communication and Journalism); Dr. Inbal Wilmovsky (Lafer Center and

Criminology).

New Clusters Studies for BA Students

In the academic year 2018-2019, the Lafer Center will start offering two clusters
(minors) in gender studies, one offered to Social Sciences students and the other
to Humanities students. Students will be required to take a load of 16 credits. The
Lafer Center Mandatory Flag Course provides four credits, and the remaining will
be elective BA courses from different disciplines at HU such as Political Sciences,
Law, Communication, International Relations, History, Jewish History, and Arts.
Thisis an addition to our program, offered through the generosity of a short-term

gift from the AM.N. Foundation.
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The students

This year 12 students (five first year students and seven-second year students)
enrolled in the specialization in Women and Gender Studies. Each one of the
intern students got a fellowship of 4,500 NIS (about $1,100), an amount that

covered the cost of the course work in our program:

No. | Students Name Department Year

1 Ohad Gabai Law Second
2 Shalhevet Kaplan Law Second
3 May Tomy Communication Second
4 Renana Atia Political ~ Sciences  and | Second

Communication

5 Yardena Chasan Maoz | Law Second
6 Keren Ben Aroch Law Second
7 Avraham Taylor Anthropology Second
8 Iris Rosenberg Culture Studies first
9 Anna kleimann Art History first
10 | Noah Hojberg Sociology first
1 Nitzan Osherov Social Work first
12 | Leellan Law first

Lafer's M.A. students make a very varied group, with backgrounds in diverse

disciplines. This enriches the lively discussions in our Lafer Colloquium.
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Events and Lectures

Gender Studies Colloguium - for our internship

Doctorate students and scholarship winners:
First semester

Academic Events and seminars allow us to expose larger and varied
audiences to Gender Studies and feminist ideas. We often organize events by
cooperating with different departments.

program participants,

Date Subject Lecturer

8.11.17 Opening meeting and acquaintance | Dr. Inbal Wilamovsky

15.11.17 | Joint meeting with the Sophie | Avariety of lecturers
Davies Forum on: Hope as a practice
for change

291117 | Discussion in the wake of the | Dr.Inbal Wilamovsky
meeting: A field of gender studies,
with reflection on the practices of
resistance and hope in connection
with it.

131217 | A joint meeting with the Sophie | A variety of lecturers
Davis Forum on: Relevance

201217 | Introductory meeting with Prof. | Tal Senor introducing her
Gordon Leifer project on women in

politics

10118 | A joint meeting with the Sophie | A variety of lecturers
Davis Forum on: Aesthetics

24118 | Summary meeting Dr. Inbal Wilamovsky

Second semester

Date Subject Lecturer
21.3.18 A joint meeting with the Sophie | A variety of lecturers
Davis Forum on: Movement
11.1.18 A joint meeting with the Sophie | A variety of lecturers
Davis Forum on: Miscellaneous
2.518 Meeting with the Head of the | Prof. Moshe Sluhovsky - A

Center

lecture on the migration of
Jewish gays and lesbians
who were already “outside
the closet” from Berlin to
Palestine in the 1930s and
their influence on the
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beginning of creating a
community

9.5.18

A joint meeting with the Sophie
Davis Forum on Continuity

A variety of lecturers

30.5.18

"Our own research" conference to
present studies of research
students

A variety of lecturers

20.6.18

meeting

Students presentations

27.6.18

Summary meeting
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2. Gender programs Conference- This year, The Lafer Center joined other
Gender programs in Israel universities in designing a two days conference
to celebrate gender Studies in Israel. The conference was held on 21-
22/2/18, in Ben-Gurion University
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3. fifth Fred Lafer’s “Our Research” conference:

The event was planned and organized in cooperation with our M.A.
students. It included eleven fascinating lectures, given MA and Ph.D.
candidates from various Faculties at the Hebrew University, including
Conflict Resolution, Law, Social Work, Hebrew Literature and Sociology.
The lectures were divided to three Panels, the first entitled “Gender
Phenomenology”, the second “Gender in public spaces”, and the third:
“Women as a social agent”
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4. Feminism and Cinema- with the corporation of the Van Leer Institution
and the AMN. Foundation, we conducted a series of lectures on
contemporary Israeli cinema. All the movies were created by women
directors and writers. The films deal with the experiences of women in
different areas of Israeli society and examine the directions of thought and
action that grow out of the complexities created in contemporary Israeli
society between gender and tradition and between belonging and
individuality.

Each screening accompanied by lectures that examine the issues raised by
the film from a feminist point of view.
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5. Cinematheque Tel-Aviv

With the support of the recenry-created Israeli Alumni Association of the HU, we
organized a showing of the Battle of the Sexes in Tel Aviv. The Israeli Olympic
Champion Yael Arad talked about her experiences as a femal athlete, and coach
Orna Osfeld on her years-long struggle to equalize the government support of
women’s sport to the amount men get.
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6. Prof. Henriette Dahan Kalev, the founder of the gender studies program at
Ben-Gurion University in the Negev and a leading Mizrahi activist came to
campus as a guest of the Lafer Center to deliver a talk on the Construction
of Gender and Mizrahi Identities.
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7. International conference in memory of Prof. Moshe Negbi:
Prof. Moshe Negbi was an Israeli journalist and jurist, he died at the age of
69 after battling a severe iliness. Negbi served as a legal commentator on
Israel Radio and for decades hosted the program “Din VeDvarim” on Israel
Radio.

The Smart Family Institute of Communications ‘
The Noah Mozes Department of Communication and Journalism
The Lafer Center for Women and Gender Studies
The Levi Eshkol Institute for Social, Economic, and Political Research

in Israel, The Faculty of Social Sciences

Invite you to attend an international conference

A TI0ING
Israeli Cinema and Media in the Age of Weakening maaun
Democracy om7vima
THE HEBREW

Monday, June 11, 2018, Media Centre in the Library UNIVERSITY
14:00-14:15 Reception OF JERUSALEM

14:15-16:00 Panel |: Words in memory of Prof. Negbi

Prof. Tamir Sheafer, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences

Prof. Raya Morag, Head, Smart Family Institute and Conference Chair

Dr. Irit Negbi

Michal Wisel: Words from His Students

Prof. Keren Tenenboim-Weinblatt: “Teaching Journalism

in the Age of Weakening Democracy”

Former Knesset member Zehava Galon: “The Freedom

to Challenge: Where Has the Rights to Criticize Gone?

Prof. Mordechai Kremnitzer: Moshe Negbi -

a Public intellectual”
16:00-16:15 Break
16:15-19:15 - Panel Il: Israeli Cinema in the Age of Weakening
Democracy
Participants: Prof. Ram Loevy (Director of “Khirbet Khizeh”, 1978);
Samuel Maoz (Director of “Foxtrot”, 2017); Mahmoud Shawahdeh
(Actor, "Personal Affairs”, Director: Maha Haj, 2016). In this session,
segments of each of the films will be screened and a discussion
will be held with the directors and the audience, led by Prof. Cathy
Caruth (Cornell University) and Prof. Raya Morag (Hebrew
University).

Tuesday, June 12, 2018, Media Centre in the Library

14:00-14:15 - Reception

14:15-15:45 - Concluding Remarks

Prof. Cathy Caruth (Cornell University): "Afterthoughts: Who Speaks from the Site of
Trauma?"

For more information and authorization to enter the campus,
please contact Lior Kraus
Smart.institute.huji@gmail.com
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Marketing

This year we had some new marketing ideas and techniques that complimented
our on-going efforts.

We  continued to  work  with our  Facebook  page
https://www.facebook.com/laferc and the number of members is constantly
growing - we now have 1096 Likes.

In the beginning of 2017, we launched a new website. It is written mainly
in Hebrew but there is a page in English with general information (see
http://lafer-center.huji.ac.il). Since the launching, many people get their
information from the site and the traffic is satisfying.

In order to widen exposure of potential candidates to our programs, we
worked in cooperation with the Division of Students Admissions and the new
office of Public Relations. Each month we receive a report containing contact
details of all MA students that were accepted to the Hebrew University. We send
them an e-mail with details on the Specialization in Women’s and Gender
Studies. Almost 80 percent of the students that ended up registering to the
program found out about it through this personalized channel of
communication.

We announced the opening of the Gender Clusters for BA students, and
already (even before opening the registration to courses) more than a dozen BA
students asked for further details. At the beginning of the new academic year we
had 6 registered students in each of the clusters. We strongly believe that the
exposer to gender and women studies in the BA level in the next couple of years
will increase the number of students applying to the MA level program.

HU Gender initiative

As part of her role as head of the Lafer center, Prof. Moshe Sluhovsky is active on
the HU gender committee, working with Prof. Bat Sheva Kerem, the President’s
advisor for promotion women in science. As part of this committee, the Lafer
Center was involved in:

Revising the regulations regarding sexual harassment at the HU;

Initiating a host of activities to prevent sexual harassment in campus (like
an online training, mandatory to all students and staff).
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We are now working towards a mandatory gender and diversity training
to all members of selection and promotion committees at the HU. Prof. Zilber will
direct four workshops each year to all faculty members involved in selection and
promotion decisions, to inform them about the latest findings re gender biases
and dynamics that may hinder gender equality in recruitment and advancement
of academic staff.

Last but not least, toward the very end of the academic year, the Lafer Center, the
Sophie Davis Forum on Gender, Conflict Resolution, and Peace, and the Glocal
International Development M.A. Program have started a new effort to coordinate
their activities and enhance gender studies at the Hebrew University. We will
pursue this initiative in the comingyear, and our planis to include the new Center
for the Study of Multiculturalism and Diversity in a new umbrella structure that
will offer students diverse options to study matters relating to gender, women,
and sexuality in both Israeli-Palestinian and global contexts.

Academic Committee of the Lafer Center for
2017/2018 academic year:

Prof. Barbara S. Okun, Chairperson of the Center’'s Academic Committee,
Department of Sociology and Anthropology

Prof. Orna Kupferman, The Rachel and Selim Benin School of Computer Science
and Engineering

Prof. Mimi Ajzenstadt, Faculty of Law

Dr. Einat Albin, Faculty of Law

Prof. Elisheva Baumgarten, Jewish History
Prof. Moshe Sluhovsky, History Department
Prof. Vered Vinitzky-Seroussi, Sociology

Prof. Moshe Tatar, Education
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Personnel Changes at the Center

At the end of the 2016/2017 academic year, prof. Tammar Zilber stepped down as
the head of the Lafer center. Prof. Moshe Sluhovsky had replace Prof. Zilber as
Head of the Center starting October 1st 2017.

The Lafer Center also likes to express appreciation and wish good luck to the
devoted outgoing coordinator of the center Mrs. Tamar Yakubovitz who has
moved to a new position at the Hebrew University. On behalf of the staff and
students, we thank Tammar for her outstanding work. At the same time, we
welcome our new coordinator, Mrs. Reut Israeli that joined us in May 2018. Since
then she has already proved herself as an energetic and dedicated coordinator
and a major new contribution to the Lafer Center.

The Lafer Center Staff

Director: Prof. Moshe Sluhovsky

Coordinator: Reut Israeli

Contact information:

The Lafer Center for Women and Gender Studies
The Hebrew University,

Mount Scopus, Jerusalem, 91905

Tel: 972-2-5883056

Fax: 972-2-5880004

Email: lafer@mail.huji.ac.il

Website: http://lafer-center.huji.ac.il

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/laferc




